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The binder will need to be 
organized in this order:
1.   Hand-outs (e.g. 

assignments, vocab lists, 
worksheets)

2.  Journals
3.  Graded assignments

60% 25% 10% 5%

Grades will be available 
in Skyward. Please check 
regularly, and feel free to ask 
me any questions that you 
might have about a particular 
grade. I make mistakes, so this 
is your opportunity to make 
sure I’ve got everything correct! 
This can be done before or 
after class or via e-mail.

Sign up for the 
class text alerts 
for updates on 

homework, tests, 
quizzes, and other 

important due 
dates.  Download the 

Remind App to be 
able to chat with 

 Ms. Nielsen for help.

RULES AND
EXPECTATIONS
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*Students will maintain a 
respectful and positive 

attitude toward the teacher 
and classmates. *Be on time! Punctuality 

is my biggest pet-
peeve. On your 3rd 

tardy, you will receive 
detention (and each 

time after that).

*Come prepared with 
your binder, planner, 
novels, and writing 
utensils every day.* iPads, Kindles, etc. can 
be used for academic 

purposes. However, if you 
are caught abusing this 

privilege (playing games, on 
Instagram, etc.), your device will 

be confiscated.

*Keep all graded 
work. DO NOT 

throw away graded 
assignments until 
AFTER you receive 
your report cards/
midterms. You must 

have the paper with the 
grade written on it in order 
for me to make changes should 

there ever be a mistake.

*No sleeping in class. If you sleep, you 
will stand for the duration of the 

class period. *Cell phones must be kept 
in your backpack. They 

will be taken and turned 
in to the office if they 
are out in class without 
permission.

8th 
Grade 

Text  
@b59c0 
to  8 1010

7th 
Grade 

Text  
@3e98b3  

to  8 1010

If you master all 
of your standars, 
you will pass the 
class with a D. The 
rest of your points 
will be tests, 
projects, quizzes, 
homework, etc. 
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* LATE WORK IS 
accepted for 80% (B-) 
of the grade.  

* EXTRA CREDIT POLICY: 
It is rare. Don’t ask for 
it! 

* REVISE: Your parent/
guardian must sign 
the test/ Essay 
acknowledging she/he 
saw your grade. It must 
be returned to Ms. 
Nielsen within 2 days of  
being passed back if 
you want to be elligible 
to retake the test or fix 
your essay. 

* All typed assignments 
must be in 12 PT., 
TIMES NEW ROMAN 
font, double-spaced, 
and have 1” margins 
with your name, class 
period, and date in the 
top left corner with 
a centered title. In 
addition to the library 
and computer labs, Ms. 
Nielsen has a chrome 
cart of computers for 
students to use in her 
classroom to type/
research.

* YES — WE DID SOMETHING IMPORTANT WHILE 
YOU WERE ABSENT. It is your responsibility to 
check with me or my website the day you return 
to class to find out what you missed. Check my 
class website to find any handouts you missed.

*  You have ONE DAY for each day you are absent 
to make up missed work. After that day, any 
missing assignments will be accepted with a late 
penalty. 

* e-submission policy: You are always welcome 
to e-mail me your assignments. There is no 
excuse to not have an assignment in on time. 
Printer and Internet issues are not an excuse. 
If technology failures happen, hand-write your 
assignment. 

I, ________________________________________, have read and understand the rules and expectations for English 8. I acknowledge 
that it is my responsibility to contact my teacher if I have any questions or concerns. I know that this syllabus, assignments, calendars, 
and resources are available to me on the class website and Google Classroom at any time. I know that assignments can be emailed to 
the teacher at any time and that printer/computer/flash drive issues are not an excuse for late assignments. 

Student signature Parent/Guardian signature

PLAGIARISM: WHAT 
IS IT AND HOW TO 
AVOID IT.

HOMEWORK POLICIES

To pla g iar ize  i s  de f ined 
as  tak ing  ideas  and 
wr i t ings  of  another 
and  pass ing  them of f 
as  one ’s  own .  Students 
caught  p la g iar iz ing  wi l l 
be  g iven  a  ZE RO for  the 
ass ignment .

P la g iar i sm inc ludes . . .

1

2

3
4

 turning in someone else’s paper 
as your own 

copying a friend’s paper 
5 minutes before class (or 
having another teacher catch 
you copying work in his/her 
classroom)

failing to cite a source  

copying an author’s exact words 
and passing them off as your 
own

CHEATING...

ABSENTEE POLICY

*The teacher will notify 
the administration and 
contact parents if cheating 
is suspected. *The student will be given 
a failing grade for that 
particular test, assignment, 
for the grading period, or 
for the semester.

Students involved in 
cheating may be excluded 
from any/all school 
activities.

12

6

39 !

NOTICE... Late work will be entered in Skyward when I get to it. If my work is not 
your priority, putting it in Skyward immediately is not mine. DO NOT 
repeatedly ask me to enter it 5 minutes after you turn it in.

   * BEHAVIOR POLICY * 
At Timberline Middle School students are taught school-wide behavioral expectations,
called the Grizzly Guide. The Grizzly Guide states that students are respectful,
responsible, resourceful and brave.

Teachers at Timberline specifically teach the Grizzly Guide and reinforce it by distrib-
uting Pawsitive Tickets, which students can exchange for prizes.

When a student’s behavior is contrary to the Grizzly Guide, he or she is re-taught the
behavioral expectations with quick feedback from an adult. If the student repeats the
inappropriate behavior after being re-taught, teachers may provide an opportunity to
re-direct the student’s behavior through a Think Time, where the student completes
a reflective worksheet, and apology. Major behavioral infractions, such as physical
violence or vandalism, result in an office referral.
-See the online Student Handbook for more information


